Orofacial pain models and behavior assessment.
Orofacial pain remains an understudied area in pain research given that most attention has been focused on the spinal system. In this chapter, animal models of neuropathic and inflammatory orofacial pain are presented. Four different types of pain behavior tests are then described for assessing evoked and spontaneous pain behavior in addition to conditional reward behavior. The use of a combination of different pain models and behavior assessments is needed to aid in understanding the mechanisms contributing to orofacial pain in humans for developing effective therapy.